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A LETTER FROM OUR PRESIDENT

Dear Supporters,

2008 has been both an exciting and 
challenging year for the Awassa ChildrenÕs 
Project and the projects it supports in 
Ethiopia; the Awassa Children's Center 
(ACC) and the Awassa Youth Campus 
(AYC). This newsletter gives you a glimpse 
into all the happenings.

We have welcomed eight more children 
under the age of six into ACC, raising the 
number of children cared for at the Center to 
75. Despite having been orphaned by HIV/
AIDS and coming to the Center weak and 
malnourished, in the coming months these 
children will not only get adequate 
nourishment to strengthen their bodies, but 
also education, counseling and 
companionship that will strengthen their 
psyche. 

The children are excelling in many ways. For 
example, about half of the children rank 
among the top five in their respective grades 
and maintained this ranking for the entire 
year! 

The Youth Campus is buzzing with 
excitement. During the summer, One Love 
HIV/AIDS Awareness Theater collaborated 
with Zany Umbrella Circus and Fikat Circus 
for the ÒOne Zany Blossoming LoveÓ Tour, 
which ended with a performance at the 
historic Hager Fiker Theater in Addis Ababa. 
This November, members of the Awassa 
Youth Campus, completed a six week US 
Tour to promote the work of AYC and raise 
funds. How exciting that was!

One of our most immediate challenges has 
been the skyrocketing cost of living in 
Ethiopia. Over the past year, our projects 
have struggled to sustain themselves on 
fixed budgets. For example, our Project 
Manager for the Awassa ChildrenÕs Center, 
Ato Girma Melesse, reports that while we 
budgeted 450 birr for 50 kilograms of teff 
(the staple food of Ethiopia) based on the 
cost of food at the time, the current cost has 
escalated to about 1100 birr. ThatÕs almost 
triple the cost! 

Therefore, your support is critical and much 
appreciated. So enjoy the exciting and 
inspiring stories in this newsletter and make 
your donations at 
www.awassachildrensproject.org. 

Thank you,

Fasika Alem, President
Awassa ChildrenÕs Project

HOPE ABOUNDS IN AWASSA, ETHIOPIA!

GRADUATION DAY
On Saturday, November 16th, the ACC 
presented certificates to 48 students of the 
Vocational Training Center. The graduation 
was held on ACC campus, and was 
attended by the mayor of Awassa, as well as 
the graduatesÕ family and friends. 

Since June 2006, ACC trained 128 men and 
women in metalwork, woodwork, electricity 
and basic computer skills. Many of the 
participants of ACCÕs 10-month program 
come to the Center from City WomenÕs 
Affairs and Jerusalem Children and 
Community Development Organization. 

TheyÕre looking to gain the skills necessary 
to secure employment opportunities, help 
their families, and make better lives for 
themselves. Now many of them are making 
a respectable income of 80,000-100,000 birr 
per year.

In this yearÕs graduating class 42 of the 48 
graduates are women, and in fact, of the 128 
graduates in the last two and a half years, 
102 of them are women who now have the 
skills necessary to better their situations. 

ÒThe ACC is creating jobs,Ó says ACC social 
worker Temesgen Lea. ÒThe students are 
learning skills that enable them to, as a 
group, apply for loans from the Ethiopian 
government and make their own businesses. 
This is a wonderful program of self-
empowerment.Ó 

At the graduation students were presented 
with flowers and photo albums provided by 
Jerusalem Children and Community 
Development Organization. ACC presented 
new Oxford English Dictionaries to the 
CenterÕs top ranking students, as well as 
certificates of completion. The graduation 
ceremony was followed by a circus 
performance and refreshments were on the 
house. Everyone had a great time and weÕd 
like to thank all of you who helped make this 
possible. LetÕs keep this wonderful program 
going!

NEW HOME FOR THE CHILDREN
The start of the school year brings with it some 
exciting new developments for the ACC. First and 
foremost, we celebrated the grand opening of a 
beautiful new home for the children. The new 
dormitory houses 18 kids and one housemother 
comfortably. She takes care of their daily needs as 
well as provides a motherÕs warmth, caring and 
love. 

The dorm has five bedrooms and a large living/
dining room space with inviting couches and 
chairs. As one might imagine, the children are very 
excited about their new home. Everyone pitched in 
to get ACC ready for the dormitoryÕs ribbon-cutting 
ceremony and ready it was! The grand opening of 
the dormitory coincided with another important 
new development for ACC, and Awassa at large. 

The morning of the opening, ACC was happy to 
host a gathering of 42 Non-Governmental 
Organizations (NGOs) from the community. They 
all came together to discuss issues pertinent to the 
functioning of childrenÕs aid organizations in the 
area.

I gave a detailed introduction of the purpose and 
intention of the ACC, as well as a glimpse into the 
programs and activities offered. The meeting was 
a great success and solidified the commitment that 
ACC has made with other NGOs to learn from and 
support each other. When we all work together we 
can make a greater impact!

With all of the new developments at ACC, there 
are still more to come. The ACC is halfway 
completed with its second new dormitory. Funding 
for this final phase of our Housing Expansion 
Project was graciously provided by USAID. With 
the construction of this dormitory, ACC now 
provides all of the children with comfortable new 
homes along with a home life. 

This will encourage their growth as a family and 
continued success. On behalf of the ACC children 
and staff we would like to thank everyone who 
contributed to the childrenÕs new homes. Your 
generosity is appreciated beyond measure. 

Girma Melessse, Administrator
Awassa ChildrenÕs Center
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How I Spent My Summer Vacation, Awassa Style
By  Luellen Kazan

This past summer of 2008 I had the privilege of going to Awassa to work with the 
Awassa Children's Center to develop a summer program for the children.  The children 
were a joy to work with.  They are a well cared for and seemingly happy group.  The 
exchange of teaching and learning was mutual.  We taught each other new games 
and songs, talked about the culture and ways of life in the United States and in Ethiopia, 
and came up with creative ways to communicate between English and Amharic.  I saw 
that the Awassa Children's Center is giving the children who live there a safe and caring 
environment where they have access to opportunities for education, training, and basic 
services that they might not otherwise have.
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LATEST NEWS FROM THE 
AWASSA KINDER  PROJECT

EditorÕs Note:  Here's the news from Pia Marie 
Federer, the president of our sister project The 
Awassa Kinder Project in Freiburg, Germany. 
Founded by Awassa native, Aster Dabels, they 
were the first non-profit to support the Awassa 
Children's Center.

Freiburg, DE: The Freiburg Group is happy 
because 2008 will end a successful year. 
We welcomed new members to the board and we 
met monthly. Our founder, Aster Bekele Dabels 
spent 2/3 of her time in Addis Ababa.
Our goals were, briefly, to build more houses in 
the Center for the Children, to create a publicity 
flyer, create a subsidiary chapter in Cologne, find 
more sponsorships and increase income through 
fundraising. 

We were successful in obtaining support from 
Simon Druck, Bank Design, Mercedes-Benz and 
other businesses. We increased individual 
donations, had a successful benefit at Christmas 
at Theater Dusseldorf and we added new 
sponsors: approximately 13 new sponsorships of 
individual children, plus a dozen educational and 
project sponsorships.

Cooperation with the Tulla School has increased 
and could be intensified. Our solar project is in 
development and we are creating a concept for 
reuniting the children with family; uncles, aunts, 
siblings and grandparents.

Our members made two trips to Awassa in 2008. 
In January and February, Marie Vogelsan and 
Hendrijk Guzzone visited the children. In October, 
Hendrijk Guzzone journeyed to Awassa to 
advance the solar project, to talk about the 
relevant cornerstones of the 3-year contract with
the Town of Awassa, and to work on the budget 
for 2009. 

Our budget goal for 2008 was to send ! 24,000 
Euro for the Children's Center and ! 5,000 for the 
solar project. 

In 2009 we hope to increase the budget, finish 
the solar project, produce the Awassa Kinder 
Project's 10 year anniversary celebration and to 
build up better communications with our other 
partners in Chicago and Freiburg. 
We are a wonderful, hard-working group. 
The activities of the last year required a lot of 
commitment and involvement. Without the 
wonderful collaboration of our group-members 
nothing could have been accomplished. I would 
like to thank everyone. 

Pia Marie Federer, President
Awassa Kinder Project, 

Freiburg, Germany
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S E Q U O I A  C L U B

A Landmark Year Brings a Recording Studio, 
Hit Songs, Basketball Cour ts & One Love on Tour!

AWASSA YOUTH CENTER 2008 DIRECTORÕS REPORT  

BY JOHN MCKAY One Love
One F igh t !

It was just three years ago this month we 
opened the doors of the Awassa Youth 
Campus (AYC). We had a basic plan, to 
provide space for youth from all walks of 
life to learn, create and grow together. It 
was hard to imagine then that this vision 
would blossom into a movement.

Our Philosophy stands out among 
philanthropic ventures. We focus 
resources on the strengths of Ethiopia’s 
youth, as opposed to their perceived 
weakness and helplessness. Their 
strengths are twofold. First, Ethiopian 
children are natural born survivors, 
second, they are far less inundated with 
the staggering amount of media and 
technologies thrust upon their peers in the 
West and, consequently, are more 
responsive to creativity, participation and 
not dulled by media. They are ready to 
play. A crayon, a guitar or a book can still 
make a difference in Ethiopia. At AYC,  we 
believe this is an advantage, and we aim to 
use this to unleash the creative energy of 
youth across Ethiopia and one day 
throughout Africa.

One Love AIDS/HIV Awareness Theater: 
The OLT continued to perform in cities and 
towns across Ethiopia delivering HIV/AIDS 
awareness through storytelling with circus, 
dance and music. In April we debuted 
“Adventures in OneLoveLand” an 
Ethiopian Alice in Wonderland, performing 
in Awassa as well as presenting a special 
holiday show at Ethiopia’s only prison for 
child offenders. In August, armed with 
magic that we’d learned from Ben Sota of 
Pittsburgh’s Zany Umbrella Circus, OLT 
undertook an epic tour to Ethiopia’s Omo 
Valley, an amazing land and home to some 
of the World’s oldest people.

On tour, we witnessed something truly 
magical. At Konso, our first stop, it was 
clear to see that the area was in a time of 
severe famine. We arrived to find people 

hungry and understandably, not in the best 
of moods. One Love took the stage as the 
sun set over the local soccer field to a 
crowd of 3,500 plus. From the first note of 
music, something seemed to change, 
people had something to smile about. For 
just a little while they could escape the 
overwhelming feeling of hunger. The 
audience filled our hearts with joy and 
hopefully we gave some nourishment to 
their beleaguered souls. 

When the show finished, hundreds 
gathered around the stage to offer thanks 
and well wishes; it was a different town. In 
the end, the tour included a cast and crew 
of 35, reached nearly 12,000 people in five 
cities and covered over 2,000 miles.

Music  is a universal language and 
thereby,  a founding principle of AYC. In 
2008 our capacity to make and record 
music expanded. This past year, the AYC 
music program saw one of its graduates 
grow into of Ethiopia’s biggest pop stars. 
We recently released Soundz 4 Change, 
Vol. 1. We’re proud to say this is the first 
album recorded and produced at AYC’s 
own music studio, covering the past three 
years of our music and now available on 
our Blog http:blog.acpdirectors.org. 
Moving forward, we envision the AYC 
music program growing dramatically as 
music is a medium that truly has the 
potential to reach millions of youth across 
the country.

Basketball: In 2008, AYC undertook the 
Awassa Basketball Parks Project (ABPP) a 
unique effort that aims to build four 
“basketball parks” in Awassa by the end of 
2009. These parks will also house public 
art, benches, gardens and additional 
activities (soccer, volleyball, etc.).

In September we opened the first of these 
located in the park directly in front of AYC 
facilities. It’s one of the most popular spots      

in Awassa, and represents the first paved, 
public basketball court in Ethiopia! 

The city government of Awassa put their 
full support behind the project. ABPP is a 
pilot project; with proper support we 
believe it can be successful across 
Ethiopia, Africa and the World.

US Tour: Between October 1st and 
November 15th we undertook an AYC 
fundraising and awareness tour across the 
US. It was humbling to see the amount of 
support and understanding there is for the 
program. Thank you all who helped make 
the tour happen. Above all, the tour was 
invaluable learning experience. It allows to 
strongly solicit support as we properly 
shape AYC for the better, looking towards 
the future of Awassa and African youth.

The Bottom Line: The cost has been so 
little and the achievements so many. In just 
three years, AYC has become a model for 
promoting holistic youth development in 
Africa. costing only $100,000 over three 
years. That’s the annual salary of one 
International NGO 2.5ion such as ours, 
every contribution of any size makes a 
difference. No amount of giving is too 
small.

Future Perfect: Look for an expansion of 
programming with more theater, music, 
aikido, learning and basketball for 2009. 
We’re also looking for the next site to be in 
the town of Harrar if all come together as 
we believe it shall. From the hundreds 
upon hundreds of kids who come through 
our doors and the thousands and 
thousands of people we touch throughout 
Ethiopia we say thank you for the past, 
present and future support. Together we 
make one heart for the children of today 
and those who will come tomorrow and 
thereafter.                                                                                               
      

        One Love, One Fight.

http:blog.acpdirectors.org
http:blog.acpdirectors.org


Awassa ChildrenÕs Project

Executive Committee
Fasika Alem —President

Paul Chadha — Vice President

Ro Wietecha — Treasurer

Ada Dolph — Secretary

Board of Directors
Timothy Connelly, Camille Fabiyi,
Edward J. & Carole Anne Hussey, 

Krishna LeFan, John L. Roe, 
Ronald O. Wietecha, 

Marcus B. Wolfe, 

and Kymberly Waller

Administrators
Ato Girma Melesse — ACC

Tesfaye Tekelu — AYC
John McKay — AYC

Advisory Board
Dr. Donald Levine

John LeFan, Betsy Zajko

ACC - Intl. Board of Directors
Krishna LeFan and 

Edward J. Hussey (US)
Aster Dabels, Pia Federer, 

Hermann Hunziger 
and Kathrin Nutt (Germany)

1    MAKE A  TAX-FREE  DONATION TO  
    THE AWASSA CHILDREN'S PROJECT!
      

ONE TIME! Give on a One-Time Basis today in any amount you 
choose. Go to the website, awassachildrensproject.org and hit 
the "Donate" button and give through PayPal. (You don’t have to be 
a member of PayPal to make a donation.) Or, you can mail us a 
check in the enclosed return envelope.

GIVE MONTHLY! Go to awassachildrensproject.org and hit the 
"Donate" button and pledge a $10, $20, $50 or a $100 Monthly 
Subscription. The amount you select will be billed each month.

GIVE ANNUALLY! An Annual Donation offers the option of making 
a single contribution through your credit card or checking account 
once a year starting with your first click in the amount of $25, $50, 
$100, $250, $500 or $1,000 and renewing automatically in one 
year.

Hit the "Donate" button at the site,awassachildrensproject.org to 
set up your annual tax deductible contribution.

DONATE BY MAIL! Make a Check or Money Order, payable to the 
Awassa Children’s Project and send it off in care of Awassa 
Children's Project, Box 824, Chicago, IL 60690-0824

      The Awassa Children's Project Aiding Orphans,
      Fighting Aids and Building a Future for African Youth!
       (We Thank You In Advance for Your Generosity! )

Donald Abraham; 
Theodros Abraham; 
Daniel Agonafer; David 
Ahmad; AIKI Extensions:  
Fasika Alem; John
 & Mary Anderson; 
Roberta Barclay; 
Jeffrey & Elizabeth 
Bayer; Sandi Berrigan; 
Patricia & Richard Berry; 
Michelle Blain; Blue Man 
Group; Misgana Bogale; 
Lou Boxer; Robyn 
Brady; Dan Bragaw; 
Summer Brenner; Brian 
McGuire & Suzanne 
Barret; Kelly Burke; 
Ron & Debbie Buzil; 
Judy Carpenter; 
Christopher Carver; 
Paul Chadha & Ada 
Dolph; Erica Campbell 
& Chris Koliba;
Erin Carey; Roy 
Chamcharas; Judy and 
Kate Christian; Mary 
Cimino; Sarah Clark; 
Timothy Connelly;

Charles Colten; Theresa 
Cropper; E Joseph
& Maureen Cullen; Juliet  
& David Cutter; Anna 
Dalpino; Dr. Robert & 
Peg Daly; Rahul Dange; 
Dominic Dominello; 
Molly Eastman; Hillary 
& Mathew Ebach; 
Candace English; 
Woinshet Eshetu; 
Christine & Park Fisler; 
Peggy & Mitch 
Fitzgibbon; Amsale 
Gabre & Bethlehem 
Tewolde; Dr. Kinfe 
Gebeyehu; Frank 
Goldman; Daniel 
Goodyear & Amy Seidl; 
Howie & Jeremy 
Gordon; Melanie 
& Lyndon Gritters; 
Nathan Gross; Timothy 
Hall; Linda Harding and 
Hugo Martinez; 
Tina & Scott Haskins; 
Michelle Holmes; 

Rabbi Margaret Holub 
& Max Chalfin; David & 
Ingrid Huffine; Ed & Sue 
Hussey; John & Terry 
Hussey; James Illig; 
Mary Chris Jaklevic; 
Gloria Jeffers; Jim 
Kaput; Darlene & Scott 
Kersnar; Hyok Kim; Dan 
Kimmel; Fay Krokower; 
Alexander & Eley 
Kuchar; Colleen Larkin; 
David Lassman; Krishna 
LeFan; Mari Lehtinen; 
William Levine; Donald 
& Ruth Levine; Amy 
Ludwig; Bryn Magnus; 
Richard Marcuse; 
Wanda Marie; Lois 
Martin; John Martine; 
Sandra Matisya; 
Frank & Joy McDonald; 
Peter & Alexena McKay; 
Madeline Mcknight; 
Kermit Mckonnen; 
AnJanette Merino; 
Mary Meyers-Moore; 

Yalemezewd Bekele 
Mulat; Alison Murphy; 
Danny Nelson; Jim 
Nisbet & Carol Collier; 
Laurie Oman; Ken 
Patterson; Emanuel 
Paulos; Jim Peterson; 
Vladmir Pierre; Rebecca 
Pohlad; Manda 
Pokhama; Travis 
Reynolds; Jim 
Richardson; Ronald 
& Sharon Roberts; 
Lois Cowen Rowade; 
Joel Roth; Leticia 
Sandoval; Aurora; 
David & Florence 
Schein; Anne Marie 
Schlekeway; Ann & 
Frederick Schmidt; 
Steve & Mira Schwag; 
Jerry Scoggins; Palak 
Shah; Brian Shaw; 
Jeffrey Shaw; Rocky 
& Dixie Siegel; Silly 
Haircut Productions; 

Baljit Singh; J. Lyle 
Skosey; Eric Slosberg
 & Colleen Smith;
S. Carter Steger; Roger 
& Julie Stoller; Leah 
Strock; Nuna Teal; 
Zenebu Tegene; Dawit 
Telahun; David & Becky 
Tepfer; Nilda Thompson; 
Melissa Thomson Esaia; 
Michael & Carol Trenga-
Schein; Olga Vahhnin; 
Jennifer, Laurie & Tasha 
Viets; Kimberly Waller; 
Robert Weber; Rachel 
Weston; Ron O and 
Jennifer Aitken 
Wietecha; Ron and 
Genevieve Wietecha; 
Marcus B. Wolfe; Greg 
Yaw; Erku Yimer and 
Betsy Zajko.

(Our Heartfelt Apologies 
to Anyone We 
May Have Missed.)

In Appreciation
Below are listed the donors to the Awassa Children’s Project for the year 2008. The ACP board

members and the children wholeheartedly thank you for your generosity and support giving us 

hope that one day we may truly be one family, one community and one world, in peace.


