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N EW K I D S , M I C RO LOA N S , V I D E O C R EW A N D M U C H M O R E
Circus Makes Show about Female Circumcision

by David Schein

Each year of the last  four I have traveled to Awa s s a . The first
year was to wo rk with the children to cre ate the AIDS
E D U CATION CIRC U S . Si n ce then I have been a member of
the Inte rn ational Bo a rd and have traveled there for our
annual meeting and to meet with the CIRCUS and help plot
its co u r s e.

This year eight of us came from Ch i ca g o : my wife Da n a ,
d a u g hter Au ro ra and I, Mo n i ka and Alan Ki m rey (pre s i d e nt
and tre a s u rer of the Ch i cago group) AND a three man video
c re w. Co nt ri b u to r s, DON’T W O R RY: all travelers pay their
own airf a re. Food and modest hotels we re only paid by the
p ro j e ct to those who we re wo rking when  they we re
wo rki n g, a n d, as an added pe rk , most of us got diarrh e a . Th e
video crew raised their own money to cover all their
ex penses including film stock and equipment . After 24
hours of trave l i n g, with stops in London and Al ex a n d ri a , t h e
Ch i cago co nt i n g e nt arri ved in Ad d i s, met our Ge rm a n
p a rt n e r s, and on Tu e s d ay Fe b. 8th we all co nve rged on
Awa s s a

Th at first day the kids and the pro j e ct showed off, g re e t i n g
us with hugs and ki s s e s, then pe rfo rmimg a new show abo u t
FEMALE CIRCUMCISION that was so bri l l i a nt and smart . It
was actually co m i c, in that it made fun of the fathers who
would subject their daughters to this pra ct i ce. Our ki d
w ri ters turned the dialogue about female circumcision into
a family co n f l i ct which the wife and daughter win.

The play opens as the husband (a fool) leads his pro te s t i n g
w i fe and their daughter to the girl’s circ u m c i s i o n . By the last
a ct he is co nve rted to reason and preaches to his friends in
the bar about how this stone-age pra ct i ce must end. As te r
Da be l s, an Ethiopian founder and female member of the
I nte rn ational Bo a rd, was amazed at the inte l l i g e n ce of the
p l ay’s appro a c h , s aying that a family co m e dy, as opposed to
a lect u re, was the best way to po p u l a ri ze the growing ant i
HTP (Harmful Traditional Pra ct i ces) move m e nt . Pe rhaps afte r
seeing the play, families will talk. Da u g hters and mothers
will question. And cultural change will get a ki c k .

The changes in the pro j e ct are re m a rka b l e. Four years ago
the children rehearsed in the mud and dust and we re fed in
a te nt . Now we have buildings, a clinic, a co m p u ter lab and
a barn with six cows that has spun off a small milk business.
Huge vegetable gardens oc c u py the new land that Awa s s a
town gave us last ye a r; the kids are eating we l l , and we sell
a ny excess at marke t . But the biggest change in the pro j e ct
is that we have over twe nty new ki d s, ages 5 to 12, and more
a re coming in.

As the younger kids are arri v i n g, the older ki d s, the fo u n d i n g
kids of the Ci rc u s, a re leaving or are pre p a ring to leave the
p ro j e ct, and it breaks all of our hearts to say good bye to each
o t h e r. Their gra d u ation challenges our mission; to cre ate self-
s u f f i c i e nt, e d u cated individuals who can surv i ve in a co u nt ry
with 70 per ce nt unemploy m e nt .

Eve ry year the kids hold a meeting, w h e re they pre s e nt their
co n ce rns to the Inte rn ational Bo a rd about the pro j e ct .
Ove rw h e l m i n g l y, this year they asked us set up a micro - l o a n
s ys tem for inco m e - g e n e rating pro j e ct s. Th ey also asked fo r
be t ter training that will pre p a re them for life after the Ce nte r.
To do this will be another gre at leap for us and pe rhaps our
most impo rt a nt task at hand.

We’ve act u a l i zed a lot of the original vision for the Pro j e ct . We
h ave the phys i cal plant, a re growing a lot of our own food and
a re bringing more kids into the pro j e ct . Now we must
t ra n s l ate our ideas about vocational training into real act i o n .

Mo n i ka Ki m rey and Paul Chadha are fund-raising in Ch i ca g o
for a pilot textile pro j e ct . By next year we hope to be
m a rketing prod u cts and employing some of our gra d u ate s.
The older kids are now submitting their business plans to the
Ce nter for micro - l o a n s. Our Ge rman partners are close to
landing a large gra nt from the Ge rman gove rn m e nt for the
c re ation of a wood and metal prod u ction training wo rk s h o p,
p roviding employ m e nt and training of some our gra d u ate s.

Our video crew wo rked their tails off, and we will have a gre at
video be cause of it. I am so proud of them. Th ey scro u n g e d
n e a rly all their equipment, (Thank you Columbia Co l l e g e
Ch i cago) paid their way and personally raised $1,500 which
t h ey spe nt almost ent i rely on film stock!!!!!  As s i s ted by CIRC U S
g ra d u ate Nebiyu Jo n a s, t h ey we re eve ryw h e re with their

$$$$$$. Wher e its fr om. Where it go es.
Establishment of Bank Account: August, 2001
Final Incorporation as non-profit: December, 2002

Income 8/01-3/03
Benefits: $   7,830
Corporate Contributions: $ 21,000
Individual Contributions: $ 28,226
Earned Income: $   2,375

Total Income $ 59,431

Exp enses 8/01-3/03
Benefit Expense: $   2,599
Business Expense: $   2,503
Program Supplies: $   2,125
Publicity/Fund-raising/

Documentation: $   6,202
Travel  (3 trips,4 fares

-private contribution): $   7,026
Transfers to Ethiopia: $ 37,175

Total Expenses: $ 57,630

Financial Re po rt : AWASSA CHILDREN’S PROJECT August 01- Ma rch 04
ACP is a non-profit organization incorporated in the state of Illinois. ACP relies on donors to fulfill its mission of
supporting the Awassa Vocational Training and Circus Center and is committed to financial transparency.

Don’t miss the Third Annual Chicago Waldorf School Circus
Perfomance to Benefit The Awassa Children’s Project

Monday, June 7, 2004
Doors open at 5 pm      Show starts at 6 pm

Third Floor Gymnasium
1300 W. Loyola Ave. (1 block west of Sheridan, 2 blocks north of Devon)

for more info, call Monika at 708-445-2614

NEWS FLASH
AWASSA, SOUTHERN REGIONS, ETHIOPIA MAY 22, 2004

Steven Lewis, United Nations Secretary-Genreal Kofi Annan’s Special Envoy for HIV/AIDS in
Africa (and former Canadian Ambassador to the United Nations) surveys the Awassa Vocational
Training and Art Center in recognition of its work in conjunction with other area organizations in

the struggle against HIV/AIDS in Africa.



LETTER FROM MONIKA KIMREY, PRESIDENT, AWASSA CHILDRENS PROJECT, CHICAGOca m e ra s, s h ooting the circ u s, i nte rviewing ki d s, bo a rd membe r s,
the mayor of Awa s s a , Ethiopian docto r s, even the dairy cows
we re questioned. Fe a rlessly they would wade into a Ci rc u s
a u d i e n ce of a thousand people in the market and start
i nte rv i e w i n g. Thanks to them, we look fo rwa rd to having a gre at
f u n d - raising video and then an awa rd winning doc u m e nt a ry on
our cra zy gra s s - roo t s, eve r - expanding and incre a s i n g l y
wo n d e rful pro j e ct (see article be l ow ) .

Plans and budgeting for the year include setting up loans,
vocational tra i n i n g, admitting more kids and and earn i n g
i n come through the circ u s. We will hire a half-time nurse and a
full-time te a c h e r; our kids need be t ter medical ca re and
s u pe rvision on their homewo rk and their chore s. We will build a
l i b ra ry. We will re nt a much larger off-site house. The Ch i ca g o
c h a p ter increased its funding pledge to $15,000 this year and we
h o pe to do be t te r. Our manager, Gi rma Melesse and his key staff,
Te s f aye, Be rre ke t, Me c htes and Sunnait, a re gre at . Th ey turn
your co nt ributions into AC T I O N .

To close, it was wo n d e rful to see Ethiopia freshly through the
eyes of the folks who we re there for the first time, my wife Dana and daughter Au ro ra , Alan Ki m rey and the video cre w.
S u rp risingly ofte n , I would see one of my part n e r s’ eyes tear up, and then I’d re m e m ber why and say to mys e l f, “ Hey, Dave,
d o n’t get used to this, the hope, the need, the pove rty, the be a u ty, the sadness, the strength of our friends here and their
c u l t u re. St ay fre s h , s t ay surp ri s e d, keep your eyes new and your heart ope n .

My heart heavy, I must inform you that one of our girls in the
Awassa Children’s Project, Sitena Legesse, age six, died in mid-
May from an HIV infection. Sitena was one of our newest children
adopted into the project late last fall.

It appears that other children of this newest round of adoptees
m ay also be HIV po s i t i ve--in spite of their adoption health
records, which indicate otherwise. We must now retest all of our
youth and begin an immediate campaign to teach universal
precautions. Also, before officially accepting more children into
the project, we ourselves must test for HIV  to be sure that we do
not admit more youth who are infected until we can provide an
appropriate standard of care.

If, in fact, additional HIV- po s i t i ve children have joined the
program, it is our duty to provide them with the best chance of
s u rv i va l , t reat their infe ction ope n ly, and set a standard of
s u p po rt, to l e ra n ce, and stewa rd s h i p. Si tena Le g e s s e’s death
crystallizes our resolve to improve service and to calibrate a more
effective attack on the HIV/AIDS pandemic, for both those infected and those around them.

We are working to start a sponsorship program in tandem with our continued support of operating costs and vocational
training for our Ethiopian children.

At this time we must also build a program addressing the spiritual and emotional needs of all our youth, who have
suffered the loss of one of their community after having already endured the losses that orphaned them and brought
them into our collective. I am seeking professional support and consultation in these matters in addition to possible
written material and books to support a strong peer counseling program. If you have such information or materials
please contact us.

It seems as though we have found ourselves in a situation beyond that for which we had planned to be at this stage in
the development of our organization;with a family such is often the case. We believe, however, that with the energy of
our love, resourcefulness and responsibility, will fuel the engine that enables us to reach and fulfill the critical needs of
the task at hand.

I am writing to stress the depth and breadth of this new responsibility. It is time to answer the call. While on our watch,
the children will not languish.

Scene from anti Female Circumsion show

1. Volun teer and join our Board of
Direc tors: work on our fund-raisers,
help us wri te gra nt s, p rod u ce our
n e ws l e t te r, c re ate our boo k , s e n d
supplies to Ethiopia, coordinate our
penpal program.

2 . Mo re of the above. We meet
monthly and work hard.

I f  i n t e r e s te d , e m a i l  u s  a t
awa s s a @ awa s s a c h i l d re n s p ro j e ct . o rg
or call us at 708-445-2614.

And PLEASE, contribute, checks to:

Awassa C h i l d re n ’s Pr o j e ct
930 S. Grove Ave.

Oak P a rk , IL  60304
7 0 8 - 4 4 5 - 2 6 1 4

awa s s a @ a wa s s a c h i l d re n s p ro j e c t. o rg

Y O U C A N H E LP !

“D O C U M E N TA RY ON OUR CRAZY GRA S S - RO OTS , EV E R- E X PA N D I N G
“I N C R E A S I N G LY  WONDERFUL PRO J E C T”
by Krishna Le Fa n , Prod u ce r, Debub Nigat Fi l m s

From tape stock to gaffe r’s tape, t h e re was a lot to gather to shoot in Awa s s a . We we re going to film The Doc u m e nt a ry. Pre -
p rod u ction was to u g h , but fru i t f u l . Columbia College gra nted us eve rything from our wish list, including our ideal b-ca m e ra and
l i g ht and sound packa g e s. We we nt to eve ry trave l ,h a rdwa re, e l e ct ri cal sto re and Home De pot in the area at least seven times
be fo re we left .

We got va c c i n at i o n s. We got visas. Al s o, Dr. Hailu of the Ethiopian Embassy in Wa s h i n g to n , D. C . ,p rovided us a letter of inte nt
s t a m ped with a seal. Yo u’re nothing in Ethiopia with out a stamped seal!  The De p a rt m e nt of Homeland Se c u ri ty (fo rm e rly U.S.

Cu s toms) was kind enough to ce rtify our equipment list with --
you guessed it -- a stamped seal.

To our shoc k , we got through customs with all our equipment,
and without a shake d ow n . We to a s ted our late night arri val to
Addis with some cognac bottles pilfe red from British Ai rways. I
s wa l l owed my we e kly malaria pill and we all turned in for some
much needed hori zo ntal sleep. I had insomnia mixed with
h a l l u c i n ations inste a d.

As ter Da be l’s co u s i n , Da n i e l , met us at the hotel in the morn i n g
to take us to get bre a k f a s t, change curre n cy, get bottled wate r,
and put us on a van to Awa s s a . I had no appe t i te. It wa s
p robably due to the flu I ca u g ht in  tra n s i t . After a night of
insomnia and a breakfast of pre s c ription Ibupro fe n , I lost
consciousness on our first official day of filming. I came to and
re a l i zed I was being ca rried by all fifty - four orphans of the
Debub Nigat Ci rcus and Vocational Ce nte r. Dr. He rm a n n
p atched up my lace rat i o n s, and we we re off. Over the next
we e k , we inte rv i e wed the orp h a n s, the inte rn ational bo a rd, a

town docto r, and even the mayo r. Wh at they told us was alre a dy appare nt : Th at without the Awassa Ch i l d re n’s Pro j e ct these
c h i l d ren would be on the street with nothing. I n s te a d, t h ey have food, c l o t h i n g, and shelte r. Th ey are educate d.Th ey are love d.

We all ca red a lot about what we we re doing on the other side of a small wo rl d. Pa rt of me is still in Ethiopia at the Ce nter with
those wo n d e rful childre n . Th ey have so much to teach the wo rl d. I am proud to wo rk to give them a vo i ce and a leg up as we l l .
It has been a privilege to help in the fight against AIDS/HIV, h a rmful traditional pra ct i ces and drug abuse. I kn ow from their
s to ries that the orphans have had hard live s. Trust they have it good for the moment . Th at is a lot.

Performance and crew in the Awassa Market


