
Awassa Children’s Project
Newsletter Vol. 2  Issue 2Fall 2003

CHAT Chat - AWASSA YOUTH MAKE
ART ATTACK ON GROWING HEALTH PROBLEM

By Te s f aye Te ke lv
Ed i to r’s note : This year the part i c i p a nts of the AIDS Ed u cat i o n
Ci rcus has expanded the use of theater as a public health
e d u cation and outreach tool through a new show focused on
the widespread use of the herbal stimulant Ch at which is fast
be coming one of Ethiopia's most serious health pro b l e m s. *
The initiat i ve for this show came from the Ci rcus membe r s
t h e m s e l ves and was wri t ten and prod u ced by them.

Te s f aye Te ke l v, 2 1 , who is a re ce nt gra d u ate of the prog ra m
and is employed now as the Vocational Ce nte r’s acco u nt a nt,
s e nt us a description of the pe rfo rm a n ce s :

“We have pe rfo rmed the chat show in the So u t h e rn Re g i o n s
in innumerable tow n s. We begin by driving into the marke t,
s t a d i u m , s c h ools and the ce nter of town announcing by
l o u d s pe a ker that there will be a show about chat, a circ u s,
gymnastics and cultural dancing. When we come to our
pe rfo rm a n ce spot in the ro a d, we fo rm a circ l e, and be g i n
with the gy m n a s t i c s, c i rcus and dancing in order to at t ra ct
our audience. Within 15 minute s, a sizeable crowd has
co l l e cted around us, clapping their hands. Fi n a l l y, the chat
s h ow be g i n s.

The main chara cters are two chat chewers who are discussing
h ow they can get their hands on more money for chat . Th ey
decide to break into someone’s house to steal the TV. , s te re o
and other things. H aving fo l l owed through on their plan,
t h ey exchange the goods for chat, which they pro m p t l y
c h e w. Getting high, t h ey consume it all.

One chewer says,‘I will go to Am e ri ca to m o rrow, even though
it is far!  I will do it!’

The other says, ‘I will build a house in two days, and the day
a fter to m o rrow I will buy a ca r ! ’

A third chewer says, ‘To m o rrow, my boy f riend will buy me a
ri n g ! ’

Our narrator then ente r s, s ay i n g, ‘Ch at is a ve ry dangero u s
t h i n g. Do not eat this. It is unnece s s a ry for people to chew it,
e tc.’

Th e n , all the chewers agree with the narrator and talk with
the audience about the dangerous chat .

The re s ponse to the wo rk has been va ri e d, of co u r s e. Ma ny
people accept our chat pe rfo rm a n ces and feel a lot of anger
towa rd the chat chewe r s. Other people say,‘Th e re is nothing
l i ke chat for us. It is our heart be at . You kn ow, when we chew
i t, we get high. We are ri c h . We can co nt rol the wo rld -- it is
in our hands, and we have millions. So don’t question the
c h at chewing; it is our best friend in this wo rl d.’

And diffe re nt people who accept the show give us adv i ce and
tell us to co ntinue the show over all of Et h i o p i a . Th ey hope we
can change young pe o p l e’s be h avior and stop the chat
co n s u m p t i o n . The people say that it will be ve ry good to kn ow
a bout the dangers of chat and how not to wa s te our live s. Th ey
also say to us, ‘ Pl e a s e, we need you ve ry much.’

Al s o, the gove rn m e nt has been helpful. The towns we plan to
visit we l come us be cause there is little acce s s i b i l i ty to such
p rog ra m s.

After the pe rfo rm a n ce s, we feel we can see the fruit of our
e f fo rt s.”

In addition, Me kedes Megene and Antena Ta m e rat, both 16
years old, tell us,

“In the ru ral are a s, we can educate many people to change their
be h av i o r, but in the city, m a ny people like the show but seem
less eager to change.

We educate the people about how chat is dangerous and
damages the eco n o my, as those who chew chat don’t wo rk ,a n d
t h ey act stra n g e l y. When we pe rfo rm , m a ny people ask
q u e s t i o n s. Ma ny are ve ry happy about the show and give
s u g g e s t i o n s, while some do even pledge to change their
h a b i t s.”

* ”The cultivation and consumption of the stimulant leaf khat (Catha edulis
Forsk) is widespread in several countries of East Africa and the Arabian
Peninsula. Khat has other names and spellings: qat, kat, chat, quat, catha,
tschat, miraa, African salad, African tea, Abyssinian tea, kuses-salahin,and tohai.
The leave comes from a small evergreen shrub that can grow to tree size…
Young buds and tender leaves are chewed to attain a state of euphoria and
stimulation… According to P. Kalix of the University of Geneva (1991, 1992),
khat leaves contain cathinone, an act  ive brain stimulant that is similar in
structure and pharmacological activity to amphetamine.”

Abraham Dalu, Associate Toxicology Specialist, Department of Health and
Environmental Sciences, Dow Corning Corporation.

http://www.sidamaconcern.com/articles/abraham.htm 

The $$$$$$. Wher e its fr om. Wher e it go es.
Establishment of Bank Account: August, 2001
Final Incorporation as non-profit: December, 2002

Income 8/01-5/03
Benefits: $  7,142
Corporate Contributions: $ 11,000
Individual Contributions: $ 20,645
Earned Income: $   1,450

Total Income $ 40,237

Exp enses 8/01-5/03
Benefit Expense: $  1,853
Business Expense:

Incorporation $     850
Meetings (food) $     575
Office/phone/copies  $     940

$  2,365
Program Supplies: $     645
Publicity/Fund-raising/

Documentation: $   2,370
Travel  (3 trips,4 fares): $   5,400
Transfers to Ethiopia: $ 26,475

Total Expenses: $ 39,108

Financial Re po rt : AWASSA CHILDREN’S PROJECT August 01- Octo ber 03

ACP is a non-profit organization incorporated in the state of Illinois. ACP relies on donors to fulfill its mission of
supporting the Awassa Vocational Training and Circus Center and is committed to financial transparency.

The Debub Nigat Vocational Training & Ci rcus Ce nter is a gra s s - roots org a n i z at i o n . The suppo rt of our co nt ri b u tors is what
keeps the AIDS EDUCATION CIRCUS pe rfo rming and to u ri n g, and the children of the CIRCUS fed and educate d. Thank yo u

for your co nt ributions ranging from $10 to $6,000 in the last ye a r:

Beve rly Ab bo t t, Kim Ab ra m s, Addis Ababba Re s t a u ra nt, Abyssinia Ma rke t, Ne atha Ai ko n e d o, Mi riam Al pe r, Angela Al l y n / Matt Di n e r s te i n ,
Ca rmel Avegnon Sa n d e r s, AIDS Legal Council of Ch i ca g o, De l o ris and Ep h riam Axe l rod, Ra n dy Bayg ood, Sa n d ra Be rri g a n , Do ris Bl e s s o f,

Paula Bl oc k , Blue Man Gro u p, Ro be rta and Philip Bo l e, Ellen Bo n h a m , Louise Bo u rg a u l t, Ann Boyd, Paul Boyd and Kat h e rine Du n n ,
Brod s ky and Ma rd e r - Ep p s tein Fa m i l i e s, John and Luz Bu ca rro, Ron and Debbie Bu z i l , Te rrie Sue Ca rd e l l a , Ro be rt Ca l v i n , Ca rribana Ba r

and Gri l l , Paul Ch a d h a , Ellen Sebastian Ch a n g, Melanie Cl eve l a n d, Aa ron and Anne Co h e n , Naima and Steve Co h n , Je s s i ca Ch e rry,
Ch i cago Wa l d o rf Schoo l , Cu s tom Hair Cre at i o n s, Ch ristine and Douglas Cu l be rt, Ca rlos Cumpián and Cy nthia Ga l l a h e r, Denis Ch e rnys h aw

and Kelly Mc Do n o u g h , Melanie Cl eve l a n d, Demelash De j e n e, Helen Do ri a , Ray and Jan Ed e l s te i n , D. R . Edwa rd s, Lois El i a , Goche Endri s,
Ca n d a ce English, Ethiopian Diamond Re s t a u ra nt, Ethio Mi n i - Ma rt and Abe ra Ca f é , Linda Englund, Kate Ez ra and Daniel He a d ri c k , Ze l a l e m

Fe l e ke, Ga l l a g h e r - Ka l e n s ky Fa m i l y, Zalalem Fe l e ke ,Dr. Tessa Fi s c h e r, L a u ren and Jim Fo s te r, Te rri Gl ove r, Wh oopi Go l d be rg, Fitta Ge l e t u
Gregg and Un ruh Good s m i t h , Ronald and Au d rey Grzyw i n s ki , Sh i rl ey Bri ce He at h , Geoff and Janet He w i t t, Je s s i ca Ho l t, Ho pe Ho rn s te i n ,

Ri c h a rd Howa rd, Sh a ri James, Eu n i ce Jo f fe, Jewish Re co n s t ru ctionist Co n g re g ation of Eva n s to n , Ro be rt Kane & Laura Do n ke l , Ju d i t h
Ki m rey, Mo n i ka and Alan Ki m rey, We n dy Ki n a l , Judith Ki n c h , Sue and Mi ke Kl o n s ky, Be c ky and Mathew Ko h l , Ken Ko rd a , Dr. Jack Kow l a s ki ,

Krishna Le Fa n , Glenn Le o po l d, Donald and Ruth Lev i n e, Syd n ey and Ad rienne Liebe rm a n , Kristin Liste r, Freddie Lo n g, Vi c ki Ma g e e,
We n dy Ma g e s, William and Evonee Ma l u t i c h , Mama De s t a’s Red Sea Re s t a u ra nt, Reggie Ma rd e r, Yosef Ma ru, Jim Mays h a rk , My ri a m

Mays h a rk , Daniel and Lisa Mc Ca rt hy, L a u re n ce and Elena Mc Ca rt hy, Ma rg a ret Mc Cl ay, Vi c ki Mc Ge e, De reje Me ko n n e n , Joan Me n d e l s o n ,
Te s f aye Me n g i s t u, Sheila Meye r, Haile Mez g h e be, Abner Mi k va , Paul and Renee Mi l l e r, Steven and El i z a beth Moo re, William and Evo n n e

Mu l u t i c h ,H .H a rve t te Ne l s o n , New Sheba Café and Re s t a u ra nt, Jim Nisbe t, Kelly Jo O'Co n n e l l ,L a u rie Oman, James Pe kar and Ma re n
L a u g h l i n , Pl e a s a nt Trave l , Q3 Art, Te s f aye Re t a , Re s u rre ction Lu t h e ran Ch u rc h , Ras Dashen Re s t a u ra nt, Lois Cowen Roe wa d e, Rhythm and

Soul Prod u ct i o n s, Ch a rlie Ri z zo, Du d l ey Rood, Ca rol Ro s o fs ky and Bud Lifto n , Ca rmel Avegnon Sa n d e r s, Deanna Sawye r, Ho n .J a n
S c h a kows ky, Maxine Schein, Schein Fa m i l y, Lynn Schuette, Ge b ru Se b h at u, Brian and Stephanie Sh aw, Dr. Re n s l ow Sh e re r, Ch e ryl Sl o a n e,
Ma u ri ce Ste i n , Ma ry Sp a u l d i n g, Sa ra and An d rew Susanin, K e l e be Ta ke l e, Woinshet Ta ke l e, Nuna Te a l , Althea Te a m e r, As ratie Te fe rra , Ma ry
and Ma rk Te re s i , Kristine Th atc h e r, Gl o ria Th o m p s o n , Russ Va n d e n b ro u c ke & Ma ry Di l g, Je n n i fer Vi e t s, L a u rie Vi e t s, Ve rner Fa m i l y, El a i n e
Wa x m a n , Ta nya Wh i te, De bo rah Wo l e n , Tina Ma rie Wri g ht, Be l aynesh Yi m e r, Erku Yi m e r, Emmanuel Yi t a g e t s u, David and Susan Ze s m e r

Tesfaye Tekelv

1 . Vo l u nteer and join our B o a rd of Di re cto r s : wo rk on our fund-
ra i s e r s, help us wri te gra nt s, p rod u ce our news l e t te r, c re ate our boo k ,
send supplies to Et h i o p i a , coo rd i n ate our penpal prog ra m .

2 . Mo re of the above. We meet monthly and wo rk hard.

If inte re s te d, email us at awa s s a @ awa s s a c h i l d re n s p ro j e ct . o rg or call us at
7 0 8 - 4 4 5 - 2 6 1 4 .

And PLEASE, co nt ri b u te, checks to :

Awassa C h i l d re n ’s Pr o j e ct
930 S. Grove Ave.

Oak P a rk , IL  60304
7 0 8 - 4 4 5 - 2 6 1 4

awa s s a @ a wa s s a c h i l d re n s p ro j e c t. o rg

Y O U C A N H E LP !



INTERVIEWS AND HISTORIES OF CENTER’S NEWEST KIDS AWASSA MOOS FLASH!
By Jibriel Legese and Tesfaje Tekelv

At the moment there are six cows in the center. The older cows are
named Seeone, Bure, Ole and Magale. The two three-month-old
baby cows are Monika (named  after our friend and Art teacher who
visited us from the U.S.) and Carolina.

Another one of the adult cows expects to have a baby in about two
weeks!

Here’s what two children say about the cows:

Redeat Ashiber:
“I am very happy that we have the cows because they give us very
much nutrition. I like the cow Monika best because of her character.
She never touches the children.”

Jibriel Legese:
“The cows are often in the cow house and sometimes sound like human beings talking. Saturday and Sunday we
have milk with tea for breakfast or milk combined with bread. Sometimes in the holiday we drink sour butter milk.
We also sell the milk in the market.

All cows are good but Megale is the oldest and gives the most milk. Bure's behavior is very good.Two of the other
cows don't give as much milk but they all provide healthful food.”

J i b r iel Le g e s e, 14 years old:
I used to live in Le ku and there my father be came sick and died. My mother sold our house and we came to Awassa and
o pened a small ca fe. After two years my mother be came sick as well and died. With this, me and my two sisters we re
poor and without a home. We had no food and this disturbed our live s. One person told the ce nter about us and later I
a s ked the ce nter if we could ente r. Me and my younger siste r,Si te n a ,e nte red and now re ce i ve the pro j e ct’s help. We are
so happy now!  My older sister lives in another place and has finished seco n d a ry schoo l . My sister Chi Gin is 18 years old.

Si tena Le g e s e,7 years old:
I live in ce nter for 5 mont h s. I am ve ry happy to enter this ce nter and the pro j e ct helps me so much!  I have a brother in
the ce nte r. We have stayed together through this prog ra m . I am a 2nd grade student, and I wa nt to be an exce l l e nt
s t u d e nt . I wa nt to be a docto r.

B i nyame W o n d a f re ra s h , 7 years old:
I used to live in Na z a re t h . My father ran away and my mother died. I had no re l at i ves to help me. I ente red the ce nte r,
and it is a gre at help to me. I am in the ce nter for three we e k s, I am the newest child!  I am ve ry happy to enter this place.
I am a 1st grade student . I wa nt to be a pilot. I learn in Ta bor Pri m a ry Schoo l .

Kat e kidan B e rn , 14 years old:
I am now 5 months in the ce nte r. I am so much happy to enter I wa nt to be an exce l l e nt student . The ce nter is a place
you can finish your education!  In the future I plan to help other childre n ,I can alre a dy start by helping the little ones here.

R e d e at As h i be r , 13 years old:
I am now in the Awassa Ch i l d re n’s Prog ram for 7 mont h s. The ce nter helps me so much. I have 2 siste r s,please help them
too!  I wa nt to be a doctor and when I finished my educat i o n . I will help my siste r s.

G reetings from Monika Ki m rey, New Bo a rd Pre s i d e n t

I want to begin by ackn owledging our original Bo a rd President and tra i l b l a ze r,David Schein,who firmly roo ted the Ch i ca g o
Ch a p ter of the Awassa Ch i l d re n’s Pro j e ct.

David and his tenacious energy have moved to start a new branch of the Awassa Ch i l d re n’s Pro j e ct in New Yo r k , and I now
ca r ry the to rch in Ch i ca g o. My goal is to continue to raise funds for new oppo rtunities while bringing more children into the
p rog ra m , continue to spread the news of their health and growth and to co n n e ct our suppo rters with the individual vo i ce s
of our Ethiopian yo u t h .

These youth are building gra s s roots health initiatives targetting HIV- A I D S , Chat abuse and beyo n d. This year the prog ra m
e n rolled more childre n , co n t ributing to a new generation of hope, s t a b i l i ty and self-sufficiency in the re g i o n .These art i c l e s
a re a co l l a bo ration be tween the Ch i cago Bo a rd and some of our oldest and newest prog ram participants in Awa s s a .

These vibrant children and teens are loo king to you to extended their circle of suppo rt. Your invo lvement dire ct ly impact s
these vital live s. Th ey attend schoo l , re ce i ve art s / vocational tra i n i n g, pe rform health education shows in the Ri ft Va l l ey and
h ave be come a family to each other. These are re s ponsible citizens who are powe rful health and infra s t ru ct u re advoca te s
for their co u n t ry.

I have made it kn own to my friends and family that if anyone wishes to present me with a gift, I am asking that all inte n t i o n
be dire cted to strengthening this pro j e ct. I am returning to Ethiopia in 2004 to continue inte g rating the Arts into the
vocational model of the ce n ter and to re u n i te with all of the friends that have be come so dear to me. Thanks to yo u r
co m m i t m e n t, t h e re will be new friends to meet and teach this ye a r. Your suppo rt changes live s.

With heart felt thanks,
M o n i ka Ki m rey

A n n o u n c e m e n t s
Benefit on World AIDS D ay a t The Wild Hare in Chicago!

Sunda y, Nov ember 30th, 6-9 pm
3530 N. Clark S t., Chicago

•
Welcome N ew Board Members!

Paul Chadha, Terri Glo ver, Kr ishna LeFan, Gary Lille y


