
The $$$$$$. Wher e its fr om. Where it go es.
Establishment of Bank Account: August, 2001
Final Incorporation as non-profit: December, 2002

Income 8/01-5/03
Benefits: $   6,100
Corporate Contributions: $ 11,000
Individual Contributions: $ 18,400
Earned Income: $   1,450
Total Income $ 36,950

Expenses 8/01-5/03
Benefit Expense: $  1,705
Business Expense:

Incorporation $     850
Meetings (food) $     575
Office/phone/copies  $     705

$  2,130
Program Supplies: $     645
Publicity/Fund-raising/

Documentation: $   2,370
Travel  (3 trips,4 fares): $   5,400
Transfers to Ethiopia: $ 22,500
Total Expenses: $ 34,750
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ON THE ROAD IN THE RIFT VALLEY WITH THE
AWASSA AIDS EDUCATION CIRCUS

By David Schein
Sat u rd ay morning we get up earl y, and meet in the town by
the soc cer field: two va n s, twe nty five ki d s, two dri ve r s.
Poles and banners tied to the top of the va n , i n s i d e - -
co s t u m e s, the instru m e nt s, the amp. It's the same all ove r,
the musicians are late. By 9:30 AM we ' re re a dy.

The minute we ' re out of town the singing start s. The boys
d rum in the back, and we sing traditional songs, Et h i o p i a n
po p, and some rhythm and blues I've taught them, "Hit the
Road Jack," "Bring it on Home to Me."  We ' ve got a
m i c rophone and a spe a ker which we stick out the window
w h e n ever we go through a little tow n . Eve ryone on the
s t reet waves and laughs. We sing thundero u s l y. It's too
much fun.

After an hour we ' re in Yir Ga l l u m , the old capital of Si d a m a ,
a co f fee ce nte r. On the outside of town we sto p, buy fru i t,
d rink water and get our costumes on. We send one van into
the market to talk to the po l i ce and to find the best place to
set up. Th ey come back in twe nty minute s. For the first
s h ow we'll be in the marke t, for the seco n d, up the hill by the
gas station where the tru c kers go.

We dri ve into the marke t, with the loud-spe a ker announcing
t h at there will be a show about AIDS, a gymnastic ex h i b i t i o n
and cultural dancing, s l owly driving through the pe o p l e,
ca reful not to run over anyone's stall or blanke t . We jump
out of the va n , climb the elect ri c i ty pole and wire the amp
while others pound in stakes and ro pe off a circ l e. The band
sets up and begins to play. Meanwhile some of the others
a re talking to the crowd : " Do you have AIDS here? Do yo u
l e a rn about it?  Wh at do you learn?"  The local AIDS/HIV
people are there as pre - a rra n g e d. After fifteen minutes we
a re surrounded by may be 800 pe o p l e. We wa rm up and sing
in the circle while the band plays. Then kids take their place s
and begin the gymnastics show and the dancing. After half
an hour there are fifteen hundred people surrounding a 20
m e ter circ l e. Th ey clap and whistle. Finally the AIDS SHOW
be g i n s. The pe rfo rmers run in ca rrying the bodies of the
d e a d, keening shri l l y. WHY DID T H EY DIE??? Eve ryone sings
their lies: Ma l a ri a , T B, Pn e u m o n i a . Then the ghosts, t h e
t ru c ke r, the child, the wife, and the bar-girl jump up: " N O, i t
was HIV."  One by one they tell their sto ri e s. Then in co m e s
the death puppe t, M r. A I D S . Th ey fight him but nothing
wo rk s. A boy holds up a co n d o m . M r. AIDS begins to shake.
Eve ryone cheers. Others take one partner (monog a my ) . M r.
AIDS stumbles. Th ey go for te s t i n g, t a ke in the afflicted and
M r. AIDS falls. Th ey teach a song to the audience, which says :

" Co n d o m s, Te s t i n g, One to One, Co m p a s s i o n , Together we ca n
s top AIDS in Ethiopia."  Eve ryone sings and rocks out. AIDS is
f i n i s h e d.

After the show audience members thank us. The HIV pe o p l e
f rom the town hand out condoms and info rm at i o n . We do
another show that day, at the gas stat i o n , for a thousand more
pe o p l e. Finally we ' re done. The payoff is a big meal in a
re s t a u ra nt . O range Pop and all you can eat : Pa ra d i s e. Afte r
e ating it gets be t te r, we go to a hot spring on the edge of Yi r
Gallum and bathe for only 10 ce nts per ki d. Boys in one bat h ,
g i rls in another. This is beyond heave n : hot water out of the
g ro u n d, a day on the ro a d, S u pe r s t a rdom Ethiopian sty l e.
Moshu says to me: "this is the best day of my life," but he says
this after eve ry day on to u r. We come back to Awassa at night,
singing in the van and drop off the kids at diffe re nt po i nts in
the tow n . Now they must study for school on Mo n d ay. Th e i r
job is done until the next we e ke n d.

Ed i tors note : Si n ce this day the circus has pe rfo rmed fo r
a p p rox i m ately 30,000 pe o p l e.

Financial Re po rt : AWASSA CHILDREN’S PROJECT August 01- May 03

ACP is a non-profit organization incorporated in the state of Illinois.
ACP relies on donors to fulfill its mission of supporting the Awassa
Vocational Training and Circus Center and is committed to financial
transparency.

The Debub Nigat Vocational Training & Ci rcus Ce nter is a gra s s - roots org a n i z at i o n . The suppo rt of our co nt ri b u tors is what
keeps the AIDS EDUCATION CIRCUS pe rfo rming and to u ri n g, and the children of the CIRCUS fed and educate d. Thank yo u

for your co nt ributions ranging from $10 to $6,000 in the last ye a r:

Beve rly Ab bo t t, Addis Ababba Re s t a u ra nt, Abyssinia Ma rke t, Ne atha Ai ko n e d o, Mi riam Al pe r, AIDS Legal Council of Ch i ca g o, De l o ris and
Ep h riam Axe l rod, Ra n dy Bayg ood, Sa n d ra Be rri g a n , Do ris Bl e s s o f, Blue Man Gro u p, Paula Bl oc k , Ro be rta and Philip Bo l e, Lo u i s e

Bo u rg a u l t, Ann Boyd, Brod s ky and Ma rd e r - Ep p s tein Fa m i l i e s, John and Luz Bu ca rro, Ron and Debbie Bu z i l , Te rrie Sue Ca rd e l l a , Ro be rt
Ca l v i n , Ca rribana Bar and Gri l l , Ellen Sebastian Ch a n g, Aa ron and Anne Co h e n , Naima and Steve Co h n , Je s s i ca Ch e rry, Cu s tom Hair

Cre at i o n s, Ray and Jan Ed e l s te i n , Ethiopian Diamond Re s t a u ra nt, Denis Ch e rnys h aw and Kelly Mc Do n o u g h , Melanie Cl eve l a n d, Ca rl o s
Cumpian and Cy nthia Ga l l a h e r, Demelash De j e n e, Helen Do ri a , Do ris Bl e s s o f, D. R . Edwa rd s, Lois Elia  Goche Endri s, Ca n d a ce English,

Ethio Mi n i - Ma rt and Abe ra Ca f é , Kate Ez ra and Daniel He a d ri c k , Zelalem Fe l e ke, Ga l l a g h e r - Ka l e n s ky Fa m i l y, Dr. Tessa Fi s c h e r, L a u ren and
Jim Fo s te r, Wh oopi Go l d be rg, Goodsmith Gregg and Un ru h , Ronald and Au d rey Grzyw i n s ki , Sh i rl ey Bri ce He at h , Geof and Janet He w i t t,

Je s s i ca Ho l t, Ho pe Ho rn s te i n , Ri c h a rd Howa rd, Sh a ri James, Jewish Re co n s t ru ctionist Co n g re g ation of Eva n s to n , Mo n i ka and Al a n
Ki m rey, We n dy Ki n a l , Judith Ki n c h , Sue and Ken Kl o n s ky, Be c ky and Mathew Ko h l , Ken Ko krd a , Dr. Jack Kow l a s ki , Glenn Le o po l d, Do n a l d
and Ruth Lev i n e, Syd n ey and Ad rienne Liebe rm a n , Freddie Lo n g, Vi c ki Ma g e e, We n dy Ma g e s, Mama De s t a’s Red Sea Re s t a u ra nt, Yo s e f

Ma ru, Daniel and Lisa Mc Ca rt hy, L a u re n ce and Elena Mc Ca rt hy, Ma rg a ret Mc Cl ay, De reje Me ko n n e n , Joan Me n d e l s o n , Sheila Meye r, H a i l e
Mez g h e be, Abner Mi k va , Steven and El i z a beth Moo re, William and Evonne Mu l u t i c h , New Sheba Café and Re s t a u ra nt, Jim Nisbe t, Kelli Jo
O ' Co n n e l l , James Pe kar and Ma ren Laughlin, Pl e a s a nt Trave l , Q3 Art, Re s u rre ction Lu t h e ran Ch u rc h , Ras Dashen Re s t a u ra nt, Te s f aye Re t a ,

Rhythm and Soul Prod u ct i o n s, Ch a rlie Ri z zo, Du d l ey Rood, Ca rol Ro s o fs ky and Bud Lifto n , Ca rmel Avegnon Sa n d e r s, Deanna Sawye r,
Ho n . Jan Schakows ky, Max Schein, Schein Fa m i l y, Lynn Schuette Ge b ru Se b h at u, Brian and Stephanie Sh aw, Dr. Re n s l ow Sh e re r, Ch e ry l
Sl o a n e, Ma u ri ce Ste i n , Sa ra and An d rew Susanin, K e l e be Ta ke l e, Al i cea Te a m e r, As ratie Te fe rra , Ma ry and Ma rk Te re s i , Kristine Th atc h e r,

Gl o ria Th o m p s o n , Russ Va n d e n b ro u c ke and Ma ry Di l g, Ve rner Fa m i l y



MONIKA AND FRIDA VISIT AWASSA NATHANIEL VIETS-VAN LEAR, TEEN FUNDRAISER
Youth A ctivist Sho ws the Way

Fo u rteen year-old Ch i cago nat i ve Nathaniel Vi e t s - Van Lear has part i c i p ated with the Awassa Ch i l d ren's Pro j e ct since
2 0 0 1 . In that time, he has piloted two successful fundraising pro j e ct s, b ringing in essential funds and raising the
v i s i b i l i ty of the pro j e ct .

For the oc casion of his 13th birt h d ay, Nathaniel co l l e cted pledges of
$13 each. Nat h a n i e l’s second eve nt included the part i c i p ation of his
fe l l ow co n f i rm ation ca n d i d ates at Re s u rre ction Lu t h e ran Ch u rc h , w h o
staged a theater piece fe at u ring folk tales of the wo rld for a donor
a u d i e n ce as a part of their co n f i rm ation pro j e ct .

We asked Nathaniel how he got these pro j e cts going:

My mother (Bo a rd membe r, Je n n i fer Viets) really helped a lot. She had
the idea that a teenage vo i ce in the pro j e ct might really help, and I
wa nted to help people in need. I made this happen with planning and
a letter I ty ped up. I sent this letter to a lot of my family members and
f ri e n d s. After I made a speech at an Awassa Ch i l d re n’s Pro j e ct be n e f i t,
some other people we re inspired to donate money as we l l .

L i kewise for the church pro j e ct . I thought it would be fun to invo l ve my
co n f i rm ation friends at my churc h , e s pecially with a play. My mother
was our faithful dire cto r,and with our combined effo rts we made it happe n . We first had to decide what ty pe of show
it would be, a children's show or an adult show. Then we had to choose what sto ries we would use. We also decided
the theme of our show was “f a i t h .” A play was especially cool be cause the teens in Awassa we re doing a play for a
be t ter ca u s e, too. We put up flyers in the churc h , and many people stayed after church to come see the show. My
Pa s tor at Re s u rre ction Lu t h e ran Ch u rc h , Brian Hiortd a h l , p a rt i c i p ated in the play, h e l ped adve rtise it, and gave us
co n f i rm ation time to re h e a r s e. He and I also got to stage a fight !

How did you get motiva ted to do this kind of wo r k ?

It was for a good ca u s e. I'm helping to change the lives of teenagers in Af ri ca , and helping to stop the spread of AIDS,
so in a way, I'm helping to save live s. And something as phenomenal as that should be impo rt a nt in anyo n e’s eye s.
Pl u s, doing all of that office wo rk improved my org a n i z ational ski l l s, and the play helped me be come a be t ter acto r.

Ch i cago Artist Begins Int e rn ational W o rk s h o p , by Monika Ki m rey

Ei g hty hands and eyes re a c h e d, s p a rkled like stars inte nt towa rds the
s u i tcase of wate rco l o r s, b ru s h e s, i n k s, p a pe r s, wool fe l t, ya rn , s e w i n g
and knitting needles bro u g ht to Awassa from Ch i ca g o : m ate rials fo r
the Awassa Youth Ci rcus pe rfo rmers to ex p l o re and tra n s fo rm .

I was awe s t ruck to be in Ethiopia and to have the chance to teach art
to her children who gre e ted me with bursting po rt fo l i o s. With the
m o n ey we’d raised in Ch i cago the Ce nter had hired a local art te a c h e r.
This was the wo rk from their class.

Our first session was info rm a l ,s pe nt reviewing wo rk and int rod u c i n g
a rt mate rials and books I had bro u g ht--of special inte re s t, a book on
Frida Ka h l o, the first art book of (we hope) many for a fledgling new
l i b ra ry. The fo l l owing days would see a profusion of earnest childre n
nestled painting and drawing among the gre e n e ry of our co m po u n d. Fri d a’s spirit was eve ryw h e re. The co n cept of
"the window into your mind" gave birth to bri l l i a nt wo rk , some of which will be fe at u red in the book we will publish
n ext ye a r.

The youth re cog n i zed co m m o n a l i ty be tween themselves and Fri d a’s themes. Th ey, too, had po n d e red their tribal and
n ational ro l e s. Th ey, too, had a  gre at sense of re s po n s i b i l i ty towa rd the pre s e rvation of their culture.

I elected "ex pe rts" in va rious ski l l s, such as color mixing and shading to  enco u rage the youth to turn to each other fo r
c ritique and assistance, so they could keep teaching each other long after I had gone. I re m e m ber watching one
te e n a g e r, Es ka d a re, sitting in the shade with a small group of younger children as she showed them, in detail, t h e
things she learned from the Frida boo k , po i nting to each symbol with her sure, slender finger, her eyes burning with
i nte nt i o n . I knew the wo rk would co nt i n u e.

We talked about fo rm , pe r s pe ct i ve, co l o r. We sewe d, made bo t a n i cal illustrat i o n s, l a n d s ca pe s, boo k s, a n d, of co u r s e,
thanks to Fri d a ,s e l f - po rt ra i t s. We wro te the sto ries of our paint i n g s. The wind blew through the co m pound off Lake
Awa s s a ,and donkey - ca rts jingled in the distance as we wo rke d. It was a quiet,co n ce nt rated time. And when we we re
done--singing and dancing.

I bro u g ht nearly a hundred pieces back to Ch i ca g o. The best wo rk will be fe at u red in our we b s i te gallery. We are now
m a king a book of images and writing generated in this wo rkshop which we’ll  be selling next year to generate inco m e
to help suppo rt the ce nte r. I ’ll be going back next  winter to co ntinue wo rking on fine arts with the kids and to ex p l o re
the establishment of a cra fts wo rkshop to prod u ce items for sale back in Ch i ca g o.

I co u nt the days to my reunion with these sensitive, re m a rkable young pe o p l e. Such a privilege to kn ow them!  Yo u
can meet the children through their art, by viewing their wo rk on the we b s i te at w w w. aw a s s a c h i l d re n s p ro j e c t. o rg
and by buying our book when we prod u ce it next fall. Art is the bridge we’ve built to Awa s s a . Cross over with us. Go
t h e re.

Y O U C A N H E LP !
1 . Vo l u nteer and join our B o a rd of Di re cto r s : wo rk on our fund-
ra i s e r s, help us wri te gra nt s, p rod u ce our news l e t te r, c re ate our
boo k , send supplies to Et h i o p i a , coo rd i n ate our penpal prog ra m .

2 . Mo re of the above. We meet monthly and wo rk hard.

If inte re s te d,email us at awa s s a @ awa s s a c h i l d re n s p ro j e ct . o rg or ca l l
us at 773-728-5027

And PLEASE, co nt ri b u te, checks to :

Awassa C h i l d re n ’s Pr o j e ct
1728 W. B a l m o r al Ave.

Ch i ca g o, IL  60640
7 7 3 - 7 2 8 - 5 0 2 7

awa s s a @ a wa s s a c h i l d re n s p ro j e c t. o r g
w w w. awa s s a c h i l d re n s p ro j e c t. o rg

Calendar of Events
Tu e s d a y June 3rd, 6 : 3 0 P M : Awassa Ch i l d ren's Pro j e ct Bo a rd Me e t i n g, call 773-728-5027 for info rm at i o n .

Sat u rd a y June 7th, 6:00 t0 10 PM: Ethiopian Co m m u n i ty As s oc i ation of Ch i ca g o,Annual Be n e f i t, Temple Sh a l o m ,
3840 N o rth La ke Sh o re Dri ve, Ch i cago IL. Fe at u ring Ethiopian Food, Si l e nt Au ct i o n , Ethiopian Cu l t u ral Da n ce r s,
$50 per pe r s o n . Call 773-728-0303 for info rm at i o n .

Su n d ay, June 8th,6:30 PM: J EWISH RECO N S T RUCTIONIST CO N G R E G ATION’S UPCOMING AIDS in AFRICA BENEFIT,
303 Do d g e, Eva n s ton IL. Be n e f i c i a ri e s : The Awassa AIDS EDUCATION CIRCUS and the Am e ri can Jewish Wo rl d
Se rv i ce's  AIDS IN AFRICA Pro j e ct fe at u ring Aa ron Fre e m a n , Greg Bo rd owitz' awa rd winning video "Habit," Th e
Ch i cago Ch i l d ren's Ch o i r, a raffle and Af ri can Cra fts Sa l e. Ad m i s s i o n : $ 1 5 . 0 0 , $12.00 students and seniors. Fo r
i n fo rm at i o n , call 847-869-6947

Watch for info rm ation on our Be n e f i t on Wo rld AIDS Day in D e ce m ber at The Wild H a re in Ch i ca g o !


